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Charge-Coupled Devices (CCDs) and Their Application in Astronomy

Wang Chuan-jin
(Purple Mountain Observatory, Academia Sinica)
Ye Bin-xin Meng Xin-min

(Yunnan Observatory, Academia Sinica)
Abstract

Charge-coupled Devices (CCDs) are a new kind of optical detector developed 13
years ago, by which astronomers have set great store recently. This article describes
their principle and some CCD products widely used in observatories all over the world.
Also outlined is the structure of a typical CCD system for astronomical observation.
Meantime some comments are made on the advantages and disadvantages of CCD, as

well as it’s applications in astronomy.



