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Cosmic Dust

Hu Zhongwei

(Department of Astronomy, Nanjing University)

Abstract

Cosmic Dust has been in hot pursuit in recent years by reseachers in astronomy,
‘Space science as well as in many other subjects. The work is important not enly be-
cause it reveals some basic problems concerning cosmic mass process and the formation
and evolution of the solar system, but also involves practical significance. Due to the
.application of modern space probe and experimental techniques and their theories, great
progress has been made on investigation of cosmic dust. In this paper, some of the
progress and major results in researching interplanetary dust are briefly reviewed.
The first part of this paper relates briefly some methods used in and available data
from the research of cosmic dust, including observations of the zodiacal light, meteor
observations, samlpling of cosmic dust, the in-situ detection in space and microcraters
-on lunar surface. The second part summarizes and reviews main results of the research
including density, chemical composition and structure of cosmic dust, the flux, spatial
-distribution, mass distribution and orbital distribution of cosmic dust, some dynamical
problems and the sources of cosmic dust.



