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The Thermal Equilibrium of Molecular Clouds
Tang Yuan Xiang Delin
(Purple Mountain Observatory, Academia Sinica)

Abstract

In this paper, some heating and cocling mechanisms which determine the thermal
-equilibrium of molecular clouds are introduced, such as radiative cooling (or heating) by
molecules or atoms, heating through dust-gas collisions and gravitational collapse, and so
.o, Some discussions about how to determine the thermal equilibrium temperature of

.different kinds of molecular clouds are also given,



