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(Fiens 1ew
Cataclysmic Variables

Zhang Erho

(Beijing Observatory, Acedemia Sinica)

Abstract

The cataclysmic variable is a close binary system, in which a low—mass, late-

type secondary star fills its Roche lobe and is transferring its mass to a white dwarf

primary star. In most of these systems the transferred mass forms an accretion disk

around the primary star. Cataclysmic variables are important objects to our under-

standing accretion processes,evolution of close binaries,and other interesting issues.

In the present paper a summary of observational researches on cataclysmic variables

is given and a few unsolved problems are discussed as well.



