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A Brief Introduction to Galactic X-ray Binaries

and Their Optical Counterparts

Zhou Tijian Qiao Guojun
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Abstract

About 100 compact galactic X~ray sources have been identified optically. Most of
them are binaries consisting of compact stars (white dwarfs, neutron stars or black
holes). They can be divided into three main categories., (1) with a massive binary
companion forming a High Mass X-ray Binary, or HMXB for simplicity, (2) with a
low mass late type binary companion, or LMXB, (8) Cataclysmic variable. Here we
give a brief introduction to them, putting less emphasis on the later.



