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Recent Developments on Studies of Open Clusters ( I ).

Dynamics and Formation Process

Shi Huoming  Zhao Junliang
(Shanghai Observatory, Chinese Academy of Sciences)

Abstract

Studies of the dynamics and formation process of open clusters are of great signi-
ficance for stellar dynamics and star formation in the Galaxy. The dynamics of open
clusters is a problem which has not been solved completely. However, by combination
of theoretical work, especially N-body simulations, and observational examination, a
very good knowledge of the structure, internal kinematics, and dynamical evolution
of open clusters has been obtained. Research of the formation processof open clusters
is also in progress recently both theoretically and observationally. In this paper, deve-
lopments on studies of the dynamics and formation process of open clusters are briefly

described and reviewed.



