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Developments in the Studies of the Blue Straggler Phenomenon

Shi Huoming Zhao Junliang
(Shanghai Observatory, Chinese Academy of Sciences)

Abstract

The occurrence of blue stragglers in star clusters and associations is a common phe-
nomenon and presents a challenging problem for traditional steller evolutionary
theories. Much observational and theoretical work has been done on blue stragglers. In
this paper, various explanations for their nature and origin are reviewed, from which
it is suggested that there may exist a variety of formation mechanismsleading to dif-

ferent blue stragglers.



