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The Role of VLBI in the Construction of the

Quasi-inertia Reference System

Xu Tongqi Wan Tongshan
(Shanghai Astronomical Observatory, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shanghai 200030)

Abstract

In this paper the following problems are discussed, namely the limitations of
the current fundamental reference system, the role of VLBI in the construction of
a quasi-inertia reference system, the progress of the catalogues of radio sources in
the last few years, the analysis and considerations on the error sources of the radio
sources catalogues, the necessity for the construction of a synthesis catalogue, the
requirment of the link between the optical catalogues, radio catalogues and space
astrometric catalogue, and some preliminary considerations of the research on the

celestial reference frame with the Chinese VLBI network.



