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Superluminal Radio Sources

Shen Zhiqiang
(Shanghai Astronomical Observatory, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shanghai 200030)

Abstract

The discovery of superluminal radio sources has been considered as one of the most
important astrophysical achivements obtained by means of the VLBI technique. In
this paper, the author briefly reviews the recent progress in the various aspects
concerning observational and theoretical researches on superluminal sources.

In the first three parts, methods of superluminal source identification (in the 3rd
part) are presented as well as the discovery (in the 2nd part) and the importance (in
the Ist part) of study about superluminal sources. The general characteristics of super~
luminal sources in many aspects (such as, morphology, spectrum, polarization and
statistics) are summarized in the 4th part. In the Bth part, a widely accepted theore-
tical model (i. e. the relativistical beaming model) and its problems are briefly dis-
cussed. Some VLBI surveys.and two statistical works are introduced in the 6th and
7th parts separately. Finally the prospects of observations and study of superluminal

source are outlined.



