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Progresses in Studies on AGB Long-period Variable Stars

Gong Zhigang  Li Yan
(Yunnan Observatory, The Chinese Academy of Sciences, Kunming 650011 )

Abstract

AGB long—period variable stars are low or intermediate mass stars at the asymptotic
giant branch stages, which have been widely investigated in the recent decades. As there
are so many improvements in the theoretical and observational researches of AGB LPVs,
a review ought to be given to show what we’ve known and what needs to be known.
Because of their strong pulsations and large mass loss rates, to study AGB LPVs may
give us a lot information on stellar pulsation, late stage of stellar evolution and mass loss
mechanisms. Progress, together with some problems, is discussed in detail in this paper
in order that we can get more information on AGB long—period variable stars.



