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(THEBE Neé)
Advance in the Research on the Ten-month Solar Calendar

Li Weibao
(Yunnan Observatory, The Chinese Academy of Sciences, Kunming 650011)

Abstract

The ten-month solar calendar was firstly obtained from face-to-face conversations through
the on-the-spot investigations among the Yi people and then discovered among the Hani and
Lisu people. But afterwards some scholars put forward their different proposal: they believe
that the orally on-the-spot discoveries are not reliable as there are no records in the Yi and Han
written languages. And what is more, they make a suggestion that the Yi people have been using
the 12-month calendar since ancient times and the so-called tenmonth calendar is made up to
deceive people. However, in recent years through a lot of explorations and researches carried out
in many ways a significant breakthrough is made in the studies. From the ancient books and
records concerning the 10-month calendar, written in the Yi writing, the “History of Astronomical
Calendar”, “Ten-Month Calendar Signated by the Ten Animals”, “Peituomeini”, “Book on the
Sun, Moon and Stars”and “Genesis of the Yi Nationality”, are successively discovered. These
books are all translated into the Han written language and made known to the public. In the
ancient Chinese books, such as the “Book of Changes”, “Guangzi”, “Neijing” and “Taipingjing”,

the records of the ten-month calendar are also found.
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