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On Studies of the Dynamics of Comets

Lu Xianwen
(Shanghai Astronomical Observatory, The Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shanghai 200030)

Abstract

Cometary science is a basic and important branch of solar system astronomy, which is closely
linked with many aspects of astrophysics, astrochemistry and celestial mechanics . Recent studies
indicate that comets are the keys to some of the most basic problems in solar system astronomy
and may be linked with the origin of life. In this paper, a brief review on studies of the dynamics

of comets is presented.

Key words comets:—general—comets: Oort’s cloud—comets: kinematics and dynamics



