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Future Development in Cometary Physics:
Highlights of the IAU Colloquium 168
(Nanjing, May 18~.22, 1998)

Abstract

The TAU Colloquium No.168 “Cometary Nuclei in
Space and Time” was Just closed in Nanjing. 78 partic-
ipants came from 16 countries or local areas. Among
them many are active on the front of every fields in
cometary physics, Many important achievements, and
future space investigation plans were published in this
meeting, especially, including the newly research fruit
about Comet Hale-Bopp. It is expected that, the most
important development in cometary physics will come
from space study. Human will obtain the material of
a rue comet and analyze it in the laboratory. It will
help us to understand many physical processes which
happened in comets and their environments, help us to
understand the origins and relationship of the three
main cometary reservoirs: Oort cloud, Kuiper belt
and scattered comet disk. How Chinese astronomers
take a part in the research work in the world is also
discussed in this paper.
Key words comet—cometary structure—
cosmology—space astronomy
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