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Identification of Cometary Records in Ancient China

Lu Xianwen

(Shanghai Astronomical Observatory, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Shanghai 200030)

Abstract

In this paper, the study of cometary records in ancient China is generally reviewed. The
definition of cometary names and positions in ancient China is discussed, and it is pointed out
that it is impossible to obtain their accurate orbit from the ancient records. The discussion on the
method to identify short-period comets among cometary records in ancient China is emphasized.
The meaning of identification of ancient comets is summarized: it is useful to study a long-term
evolution of short- period comets and chronology.

Key words comet: short-periodic—comet: Identification-—ancient comet reoords



